
RACC Meeting Minutes No. 310   (November 9, 2011) 
 
 
1.  Purpose: A regularly scheduled meeting of the RACC was held from 2:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
EDT in Room 10300 on Wednesday, November 9, 2011, to discuss and address national and 
regional AWIPS issues, problems and concerns. 
 
2.  Regions In Attendance: The following regions (and other NWS organizations outside of 
Silver Spring) participated in the conference call: ERH: Joshua Watson;  SRH: Eric Howieson;  
WRH: Ulysses Davis;  CRH: Bill Gery, Greg Noonan;  ARH: Phil Dutton;  PRH: Eric Lau;  
GSD: Woody Roberts;  NCEP: (did not call in);  NWSTC: (did not call in);  Warning Decision 
Training Branch: (did not call in);   NRC: Heiko Crowe;  Forecast Decision Training 
Branch: Shannon White; 
 
Other Participants:  Chris Marshall, Art Thomas, Sanford Garrard 
 
3.  Discussion Items: The following topics were discussed/briefed at the meeting: 
 
a.  Status of Upcoming Software Releases (Will Leverenz):   
 
  OB9.6:  A total of 104 sites as of this morning have deployed this software. 
 
  OB9.7:  We sent out the beta 3 delta to site OTX.  This will be a good verification site for their 
install tomorrow.  The readiness review will be on November 16 with deployment scheduled to 
begin on November 30. 
 
  OB9.8:  We plan on beginning deployment in February.   
 
b.  Status Report from the NCF (Shevy Greene):  We are in the process of merging to the new 
ITO.  This process is ongoing and we are procuring new hardware.  In the next few weeks, we 
will migrate over to the new ITO.  The new AWIPS II sites will be moved to it first, then the 
Training Center and after that, the remaining field sites.  There will be no downtime nor any 
impact to the sites nor any missing ITOs because the new software at the NCF will be used 
immediately. 
 
We had some recent issues with site BUF and their async scheduler.  It appears that the site 
didn’t correctly follow the instructions for installing their new PXs recently.  We followed up 
with new instructions to correct the problem and they are now good to go. 
 
 
d.  Focal Point/Participants Reports, Problems and Concerns: 
 
 Alaska Region:  Our headquarters’ systems is now on AWIPS II and we are writing up TTRs.  
There are mainly color scale issues. 
 
 Central Region:  nothing significant to report. 



 
 Eastern Region:  We’ve had issues for the past 10 days of really slow load times (in the minutes 
range) for Obs, radar data and model data.  We have been working with Dave Friedman on this 
issue. 
 
 Pacific Region:  We are under a critical weather day from this afternoon through next Monday 
(Nov. 14) as the Asian/Pacific Economic Council is meeting in Hawaii this week.  We told our 
sites not to make any software changes.  Sanford Garrard spoke up saying that they got a waiver 
for sites scheduled to install the new printers, memory swaps, and OB9.7. 
 
 Southern Region:  We are trying to get all of our sites to finish up their scheduled installs of 
hardware and software upgrades. 
 
 Western Region: nothing significant to report. 
 
 GSD:  We plan to migrate FLSC to AWIPS II by the end of November or early December.  
They are currently at OB9.6.  Sanford Garrard suggested that they upgrade to OB9.7 before 
installing AWIPS II.  They should get it scheduled as soon as possible. 
 
 Shannon White:  We sent to Baoyu Yin the additional changes to the OB9.7 mod note for the 
GFE changes in it. 
 
 NRC:  nothing significant to report. 
 
 
The next RACC is scheduled for Wednesday, December 7, 2011.  If you know of any 
agenda items you wish to be discussed at this RACC, please e-mail them to Jim Stenpeck 
and cc Sanford Garrard.  This is to ensure that all of the appropriate WSH personnel 
attend this RACC to address your issues. 
 
 


