
RACC Meeting Minutes No. 298   (May 11, 2011) 
 
 
1.  Purpose: A regularly scheduled meeting of the RACC was held from 2:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
EDT in Room 10300 on Wednesday, May 11, 2011, to discuss and address national and regional 
AWIPS issues, problems and concerns. 
 
2.  Regions In Attendance: The following regions (and other NWS organizations outside of 
Silver Spring) participated in the conference call: ERH: Joshua Watson;  SRH: Eric Howieson;  
WRH: Andy Edman;  CRH: Greg Noonan;  ARH: Eugene Petrescu;  PRH: Bill Ward, Vuong 
Tang;  GSD: (did not call in);  NCEP: (did not call in);  NWSTC: (did not call in);  Warning 
Decision Training Branch: (did not call in);   NRC: Heiko Crowe;  Forecast Decision 
Training Branch: Shannon White;  SEC:  Elizabeth Cooper, James Lane;  RTS:  Chris 
Marshall;  NCF:  James Washington, John Seeger; 
 
Other participants in room:  Jim Stenpeck, Sanford Gararrd, Art Thomas, Kevin Woodworth, 
Berry Azeem, Robert Rood, Jason Taylor 
 
3.  Discussion Items: The following topics were discussed/briefed at the meeting: 
 
a.  Status of Upcoming Software Releases (Chris Marshall):   
 
  OB9.4:  Deployment is currently in progress with approximately 80 sites having installed it to 
date. 
 
  OB9.5:  We are nearly through with the third week of the SWIT testing.  There are 22 DRs in 
the release and all but 5 have been closed.  The upcoming beta testing begins in one week (May 
19 – June 8).  The Readiness Review will be held on June 9 and with deployment beginning on 
June 22.  This will be DVD media release.  This will be the last planned AWIPS I release except 
for security patches found from scans in the next few months. 
 
 
b.   Status of Upcoming Hardware Releases (Jim Lane):   
 
  CPSBN - This project is in the OT&E status with the OCONUS sites remaining to do the 
installs.  We are incorporating the CP failover cable which will contribute to a delay to the 
OCONUS install.  Deployment is projected to begin in late June/early July.   
 
  RACK consolidation – The mod note is expected to be signed off and posted by this Friday.  
Sites have been allowed to use the draft mod note until then. 
 
  XT workstation replacement – This project is still in the early stages and nothing has been 
procured yet.  We have the money but need a plan to do the procurement.  Sites should begin to 
see the hardware in the next 4-6 months. 
 
  Printers – The present printers at sites are nearing the end of the warranty and there are no more 



parts nor spares available.  There was a mix up with the contractors and they shipped the new 
replacement printers to all the sites without advance warning.  It will take a few months to get a 
mod note together and release it for full deployment.   
 
c.  HiRes Shapefile Implementation Status (Bob Rood):  There are approximately 60 stage 1 
(D2D activation) sites that have completed their installs.  There are 50 stage 2 GFE activations 
completed.  Ira Graffman has posted to the NOAA1 server the corrections to the Marquette and 
Grand Rapids site issues.  We are also working on a web site and wiki for the FAQs and it 
should be available sometime next week. 
 
 
d.  Focal Point/Participants Reports, Problems and Concerns: 
 
 Alaska Region:  We installed the ADAM (11.4).  We are awaiting the mod note/cable solution 
for the new CP before installing it.   
 
 Central Region:  We had a hardware failure recently with the DX2.  We lost the pulse on the 
CPSBN so Alert Viz  would not start but once we restarted the pulse, then we bounced the 
EDEX to log in again. 
 
 Eastern Region:  We installed AWIPS II last week (OB11.5) and it is still running okay.  LAPS 
is also running okay. 
 
 Pacific Region:  nothing significant to report. 
 
 Southern Region:  We have been experiencing CPSBN1 problems recently as the new 
equipment seems to shut off on a whim.  We ordered a replacement and it was supposed to be 
delivered last Friday but did not arrive until yesterday.  It appears to be a DX replacement but it 
should help with the spontaneous shut down issues.  Jim Lane asked Eric for more info so he can 
check that it is truly a CPSBN replacement.  Also, we have been having AWIPS II issues radar 
ingest with displaying 4 bit versus 8 bit products and we are working on getting it resolved. 
 
 Western Region:  The NCF is installing the AWIPS II this week. 
 
 NRC:  nothing significant to report. 
 
 
The next RACC is scheduled for Wednesday, May 25, 2011.  If you know of any agenda 
items you wish to be discussed at this RACC, please e-mail them to Jim Stenpeck and cc 
Sanford Garrard.  This is to ensure that all of the appropriate WSH personnel attend this 
RACC to address your issues. 
 
 


