
Tornado & Severe 
Thunderstorm Warning 

Best Practices Course Recommendations for the 
WarnGen Line of Storms Tool

Contact Info:  Andy Wood, 120 David L. Boren Blvd., Norman, OK 73072, Phone: 405-325-3005,  Fax: 405-325-3203, 

E-mail:  Andrew.C.Wood@noaa.gov

Basis for Recommendations: 

During the Tornado and Severe Thunderstorm Warning Best Practices 
Course, WDTB provided guidance regarding the maximum recommended 
warning size in Instruction 10-511.  That guidance recommends a maximum 
length - in counties - for the Line of Storms feature tracking tool in WarnGen.  
Applying this guidance should prevent  warnings issued for convective lines 
from exceeding the guidelines in the NWS national directive.

The recommendations, listed below, depend on both the warning duration 
and the average county size in your CWA.  If you issue warnings at a WFO 
in, or have back up responsibility for, a CWA with small average county sizes, 
then your warnings should be narrower than similar-duration warnings in oth-
er CWAs. Use the map below to decide if you work in one of these CWAs and 
refer to the appropriate guidance below.

General Recommendations: 

30 & 45 Minute Duration Warnings:  ≤ 5 counties
60 Minute Duration Warnings: ≤ 3 counties

“Small County” CWA Recommendations: 

30 Minute Duration Warnings: ≤ 5 counties
45 Minute Duration Warnings: ≤ 3 counties
60 Minute Duration Warnings: ≤ 2 counties

“Small County” CWAs


